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Awards to encourage
African youth
energy innovators

THE African Energy Indaba yesterday
announced five nominees for its youth
energy innovator awards, which focus
on innovations to improve lives on
the continent and provide a platform
for young people to create energy
efficient, atfordable and cost-ettective
products.

The nominees will show their
products at an exhibition running
concurrently with a conference in
Johannesburg next month.

They include Bongajum Lesley
Ndzi, a Cameroonian living in Senegal,
who is endeavouring to bring light
to students who need to study in the
evening, and ultimately electricity to
rural villages via a power bike Kit.

Bonface Jiveri, from Kenya, is con-
verting fruit peel cellulose biomass
and egg shells into a patented bio-
alkanol gel fuel. It is being adopted for
use in the Lake Victoria basin of Kenya
and Kagera, the trans-boundary basin
of Uganda and Tanzania.

Jiveri’s innovation has facilitated a
reduction in malaria in the area, and
an improvement in income revenue
due to the recycling of farm produce.

Zambia’s Chifungu Samazaka has
invented a peer-to-peer gas microgrid
system that allows off-grid commu-
nities to access low-cost and environ-
mentally-friendly cooking fuel.

His innovation has become a more
accessible and affordable alternative to
charcoal, firewood or electricity off-
grid consumers.

Hashim Mutanje from Uganda is
using his expertise and team from the
Energy Demand Data Aggregation plat-
form to help enable energy suppliers to
efficiently plan their energy consump-
tion, while serving the needs of rural
communities and small businesses.

Victoria Ngayamgunda from Tanza-
nia is using agro-waste to make char-
coal briquettes, an atfordable and clean
energy option for use in cooking.

“We want to foster inspirational
and innovative thinking starting with
our talented African youth, and pro-
vide them with a platform to access
new markets, teach them how to pres-
ent their products to the market and
expose them to the larger international
audience,” said African Energy Indaba
managing director Liz Hart. | African
News Agency (ANA)
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